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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 




Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1967 
10 :00 a. m. 


LITERALLY EYES ONLY 


MB. PRESIDENT: 


Herewith Kissinger reports how he is proceeding with ♦' i message 
we cleared yesterday (Tab A). At Tab B Kissinger proposes a procedural 
change in the manner of delivering the message. 

The essence of the change is to handle the marked paragraph on page 4 
(Tab C) orally and substitute a blander paragraph in the formal message 
itself. 

This suggestion has the approval of Sect. Rusk, Under Sect. Katzenbach, 
and Sect. McNamara. 

If you wish to discuss it, I suggest that you find a moment after the 
NSC meeting with Nick and Bob. 


Attachments 


Approved 


Disapproved 


DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3-4 
NTT T ZflzlLL — 

Ry ^-o NARA, Date_iz^ic// 7 


Will discuss after NSC meeting 
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State 


" ' " ZZ RUEHC' 

DE R Ur NCR 3242 2561 105 2883 . 

Z 131100Z SEPT 67 1967 SEP 13 AM 7 57 ' 

FM AMEMBASSY PARIS ' ' . ’- 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5376 FLASH' /t*\ •• 

. TATE GRNC . ffA) ' ’ . 

- T 0 P S E C R— £ — T PARIS 3242 ... ' DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12356. Sec. 3 A 

NOD IS/PENNSYL VANIA nit Z ' ‘ 

FROM KISSINGER ' R V- ^=ff - NARA. Bar 

I SAW M AT BREAKFAST AND' TOLD HIM THAT I HAD A REPLY TO 
HANOI’S MESSAGE WHICH I HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO DELIVER TO BO 

, ami°J| A TuJ'^!!;. RE?LIED THAT £V£RYTIME I ‘BROUGHT A MESSAGE WE 
BOMBtD THE CENTER OF A NORTH VIETNAMESE CITY. IF THIS HAPPENED 
ONE. MORE TIME HE WAS NO LONGER PREPARED TO SERVE AS CHANNEL 
•I T0I - D THAT THE TARGET DECISIONS WERE BASED ON TECHNICAL 
cr?M?n N Jo S£ D to E IP° L 0GICAL CONDITIONS. THE ONLY USEFUL DISCUSSIOJ 
£2 J E T0 BE AN £ND 0F ALL BOMBING WHICH WE HAVE OFFERED . 
RATHER THAN A DtBATE OVER INDIVIDUAL TACTICAL TARGETS.- 

NEVERTHELESS IN VIEW OFDM’S STATE OF MIND AND IN ORDER TO GIVE ' 
THE GRtATEST DEGREE OF- FORMALITY TO THE REQUEST FOR ANINTER- 
: V EW WITH BO I TOLD M. THAT’ I WOULD GIVE HIM A PERSONAL MESSAGE. 


PAGE 2 RUFNCR 3242 T 0 P 5 E C ~ R ~E 1 — ^ 

FOM ME TO 80. THIS. SEEMED TO ME TO HAVE THE ADDED ADVANTAGE 
:THAT BO COULD TRANSMIT A SPECIFIC REQUEST TO HANOI RATHER 
THAN HIS INTERPRETATION OF M’S INTERPRETATION OF MY WORDS- 
THE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE IN ENGLISH AND FRENCH WAS GIVEN TO M IN 
A SEALED ENVELOPE ON PLAIN PAPER AND- UNSIGNED. 

IN ENGLISH AND IN FRENCH THE TEXT ' OF THE MESSAGE IS AS FOLLOWS': 

ENGLISH TEXT: 

I HAVE A REPLY FROM THE UNITED -STATES GOVERNMENT TO THE HANOI ' 
MESSAGE WHICH WAS RECEIVED ON MONDAY. I HAVE ALSO BEEN GIVEN 
A COMMENTARY ON THIS MESSAGE. BECAUSE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE UNITED STATES REPLY AND BECAUSE THE COMMENTARY REFERS TO 
OTHER pISCUSS 10 NS WITH HANO-I W.HICH WE HAVE PRQMISED -..NOT TO REVEAL 



-2-, PARIS 5376, SEPTEMBER 13 


I HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO DELIVER IT PERSONALLY. I AVAILABLE 
FOR A MEETING AT ANY TIME AND AT ANY PLACE WHICH IS CONVENIENT 


TO MR. MAI VAN BO. 


!r A^UNE^REPONSE DU GOUVERNEMENT DES ETATS-UNIS AU MESSAGE 
D£ HANOI QUI A ETE RECU LUND I . J’AI EGALEMEp UN COMMENTAIKE 
etio pr MESSAGE. EN RAISON DE L ’ i MPORTAN'CE Dc. LA REPONSE DtS 
ETATS-UNIS ET PARCE QUE LE CO MMENTA IRE SE RAPPORTE A D * AU TRES 


PAGE 3 RUFNCR 3242-i— -Q — r ■ s e. G — t — L 

D SCUSSIONS AVEC HANOI QUE NOUS NOUS SOMMES ENGAGES A TENIR 
SECRETE, JE SUIS TENU A LE REMETTRE PERSO NNELLEMENT . JE SUls 
PRET A UNE RENCONTRE EN N' IMPORTS QUEL ENDROIT E T A N'lM- 
, PORTE QUELLE HEURE QUI CONVIENDRAIT A M. MAI VAN bO . 

! M. CALLED BO IMMEDIATELY AND RECEIVED AN- APPOINTMENT . WITHIN HALF 
AN HOUR. I SHALL SEE HIM IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS AROUND 1200 
■PARIS TIME. . 

'I DID NOT TELL MM OF OUR "FALL-BACK” POSITION THAT HE_COULD 
DELIVER THE MESSAGE IF BO REFUSES TO SEE ME IN ORDc-R TO GREAT £. 

A MAXIMUM INCENTIVE FOR A PERSONAL MEETING. IF BO TO 

. err t SHALL TELL M. THAT I MUST ASK FOR NEW INSTRUCTIONS-. 

; AF.r:'R A SUITABLE INTERVAL 'I SHALL THEN GIVE HIM THE MESSAGE 
•TO 'fRANSM.IJ-.TO BO..- ' 

•TO PREPARE FO;R THIS CONTINGENCY I HAVE ASKED M. TO REQUEST ’ 

• A TO RETURft' TO • PARISPM HIS POLITICAL SAVVY WILL BE HELPFUL IF 
! RECOURSE TO THE FRENCH CHANNEL BECOMES NECESSARY. 
lGP-1. ‘ BGHLEN ..... L— ~ ’ 
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State 


DE RUr NCR 3243 25S1 1 17 
ZNY TT'TTT • 

Z 13 1053Z SEP S7 
FM AWEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 5375 

.state grnc 

BT ■■ 

-^-rrT r "S" £ C R E T PARIS 3243 


2878Q 

1967 SEP 13 AM 7 49 


•NODIS/PENNSYLVANIA FROM KISSINGER 
I HAVE SOME CONCERN OVER THE MESSAGE I HAVE .BEEN ^SKED TO ; 

.■SfSSV? o^SM 

PRODUCTIVE NEGOTIATIONS IF UE STOP BOMBING AND OTHtJ MIUiAR 

s;‘ss.s*su,;s.i:3i .s | E'&»i 


mI rEjIcTION OF THE TERM "TERRORIST AND SO ON. • } 

ir WOULD .THEREFORE PROPOSE THAT THE THIRD PARAGRAPH OF THE MESSAGE! 
:BE REPLACED BY THE FOLLOWING: / . 3 

iUNITED STATES V ^UNTARIEY UNDERTOOK NOT * ftS SUBMITTED -f\ 

AUGUST 25 ONWARD - THE DAY ON WHICH ITS TH0UG h . 

activities by^oppobing^forces' in^the^south have in fact BEEN 
STEPPED UP SINCE AUGUST. 25 . . 

THE AUGUST 25 PROPOSAL OF THE UNITEO STATES GOVERNMENT REMAINS ; 
OPEN." 

I COULD THEN MAKE THE POINTS OF THE ORIGINAL VERSION In A1Y ORAL_ 
COMMENTARY. " DEC LASSIF1ED : , ' 

GP-1. 30HLEN E0 - 

BT ,NLI 


NARA. Date 


COPY LBJ LIBRARY 1 


,tHG telegram DeparlEneat of Stas 


ACTION: Amembassy PARIS IMMEDIATE 


i( OZz* 


NOD IS /PENNSYLVANIA 


FOR KISSINGER 


REF: Paris 3097 


declassified 

E.o. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
Nil 

NARA, Dare /-3£'5 ~tP 


lo You should get in touch with M promptly to say that i 

you have a message from USG and that you believe its importance ; 

warrants direct communication with Bo. Ask him to convey this 
promptly to Bo. * ! 

2. If Bo agrees to see you, you should give him the 1 

c text o£ : 

English and French texts of themsssage from the USG/ which^ 


appears at the end of this cable. 

3'.' We hope this message will provide an opportunity 


for 'you to meet with Bo and to use the occasion to probe 
as far as possible Hanoi's present views and its apparent 
misunderstanding, unintentional or intentional, of the USG 
position with respect to negotiations. I.i. order to have " 
free and frank discussion you should state that you are 


EA't'Wl’Bundy-The Under *5 ecreta^ y 4235 


Secretary Mcl&i&kra 


MM* 


S/AH - Governor Harriman 


S/S -<Mr. 

- — IQg-GEGPJST 

Classification 


White House - Mr. Rostow 


ML 

. Rosto 


• • Amembassy PARIS 

of telesram to_.-rJOP SEGimr NO DIS /PENNSYLVANIA 

/ - gO P SECR ET - 

/ Classified: ion 

familiar with past contacts and proposals with DRV and welcome an 
opportunity to see if past misunderstandings can be clarified by such 
discussion. In this connection you should 'make following points: 

a. The D gs has consistently attempted to phrase its 

- proposals in conciliatory language, seeding to be as realistic „ 
P ° SSible > and ^dressing certain key problems: which are essential to 
the success of any diplomatic approach. The replies of Hanoi have 

not been responsive to these proposals and have not yet addressed key 
elements thereof « 

b. The failure of Hanoi to deal with these proposals and" 
Hanoi's. interjection of outside factors such as specific military 

_ actions in the "field, have raised doubts in the minds of USG offi cial s 
' as to the willingness of Hanoi to enter into productive discussions. 
_..For example,',. Hanoi js attitude toward the kind of restraint we have 
employed in this channel is particularly baffling. If „e bomb near 
Hanoi we are accused ^bringing pressure. If we voluntarily, and 
without any suggestion from Hanoi, impose a restraint on our actions 
rt:. and keep this up without time limit— as we have in fact done— 
we are accused of an ultimatum. 

C * Another example & DRV actions that puzzle the USG 
^-relates to secrecy. The USG conducted contacts through the Poles , - 


COPY LBd til 


of telegram tn Amembc 


SNNSYL VANIA 


■ch we kept secret but whi 


.ch were aivuxgod by ocher s through a in Tuber 


of sources. The contacts and correspondence of last winter between 
President Johnson and President Ho were conducted in deepest secrecy, 
yet Hanoi made them public. This pattern of action led US officials 
to question whether Hanoi simply seeks a propaganda purpose rather 
than serious discussions * 

4. We would encourage you to use your own background information 
in line with the above ideas to probe as deeply as you can the attitude 
of Hanoi. We are interested in your assessment of the possibilities 
of serious negotiations* ' 

JOvK English text of US message follows : 

BEGIN MESSAGE: The United States Government believes that the 

September 11 message from the Democratic Republic of North Vietnam' • 
may be based on a misunderstanding of the American proposal of August 25. 
T-" - American proposal contained neither conditions nor threats and 
should not be rejected on these grounds. 

It has been the understanding of the United States Government 
that the Democratic Republic of Vietnam would be willing promptly 
to engage in productive discussions leading to peace when there was 
a cessation of aerial and naval bombardment. Tr.e United States 


COPY LBJ UBWWIft 



, 4 nft P Wrn m tn Araembass y PARIS GECRE T/NODIS 

PENNSYLVANIA ■ - ■ - 

-"TUP SECR E T 

/ _ . — Classification y 

to confirm this fact i. 

Government sought/ in its proposal of August 25 — 

A 

JEncXS^XS a proposal which the Democratic Republic of Vietnam Imr? 
in front of it. 

In Che view of the United Scates Government military activities'? 
-/prior to such cessation are totally irrelevant to the objective of 

I . _ M 

;! productive discussions leading to peace. In this connection, the £'j 

M 

.i United States Government points to the fact that military activities ji; 

?! i> 

yj in South Viet-Nam by the forces opposed to' the Government of South §: 

fl :: . 0 

Viet-Nara were greatly increased during the period in which its proposal 

s I 

f] was under consideration in Hanoi. Indeed, during the period from §4 

fj f\ 

y August 25 onward, when the United States voluntarily undertook not 
■•J to conduct bombing action in the vicinity of Hanoi, the forces £j 

a g. 

'■} opposed to the Government of South Viet-Nam acted without any p 

$ . S • 

gi restraint whatsoever and engaged in a particularly itf 

'ft £ 

bi determined terrorist campaign aimed at the recent elections there.*/ 

Vv ' The August 25 proposal of the United States Government 

remains open. END MESSAGE. 

French text of US message follows :by septels 


6. The above is written on the assumption that Bo agrees 
to see you. He must in any event respond to the information 


Classification 
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of telegram to Amembassy PARIS NODIS/gENNS YLVAM i A 


from M £h.e you have an important massage avs r. chough he will 
prchably have to receive additional instructions from Hanoi. You 
sr.ouid induct your initial conversation with M in such a way as to 
leave open the possibility^ that the sassage could be delivered 
through M and A should Bo be unwilling to see you. Clearly it would 
be desirable to have A on hand if we have to pursue this course of 
action. We are anxious to- have you talk with Bo but do not want 
to close the door to the other possibility.' 


COPY LW llfsmt 




